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FREE
ENTRY

A day packed
with adventure
and discovery

www.visithengistburyhead.co.uk

Join

Learn

Volunteer

People have been visiting
Hengistbury Head for over
12,000 years. This special
nature reserve is a fascinating
place, not only for its wide
variety of habitats and
wildlife, but also for its
internationally important
archaeology and geology. For
new and regular visitors alike,
the Visitor Centre is a great
place to start your visit.
There have been numerous
archaeological excavations to
discover what people were
doing here in the past.

By studying the evidence
we have created a picture of
what people were doing and
what the headland looked
like thousands of years ago.
Our visitors can see and use
objects from the Stone Age,
Bronze Age and Iron Age just
like the people who lived and
worked here.
Our interactive displays give
an insight into the amazing
variety of wildlife found
here. Discover what lurks
in the fresh and salt waters
of Christchurch Harbour
and check our wildlife cams
for some close up views
of nesting Herons, feeding
waders, small mammals and
much more.

Group Visits

All groups are welcome, by prior
arrangement. Please also book in selfguided groups, to guarantee space.

Our Visitor Centre is
staffed by volunteers.
Volunteers also help us
to run our events,
activities, work in the
wildlife garden and help us
to manage the nature reserve. If you’d like to
join our ‘volunteer family’, please get in touch.

Halloween
October

Reindeer
making
December

What’s On

Pond
dipping
July

There is a lot happening at Hengistbury Head for all ages,
themed around crafts, poetry, wildlife, archaeology, walking and
much more! For some events, you may need to book and there
may be a small charge. Here are a few annual highlights that are
not to be missed! Check out our website for the full programme
of what’s on.

OUR NEW

Discovery
Den

Learn all year!

You may wish to book our new
‘Discovery Den’ field-based classroom.
Please visit the website for further
details and prices.

www.visithengistburyhead.co.uk

Stay for the Day
Start your day at the Visitor Centre, then discover
the many walking and cycle routes with stunning
views from the river to the sea and sandy beaches.
Enjoy a cuppa and a bite to eat in one of the cafés
and enjoy a trip on the ferry or the land train.

Discover
Shop

Popular with local residents and
visitors alike, you’ll find a wide
range of locally produced beers
and spirits, chutney and pickles,
plus crafts, gifts, toys and art.

For Kids
There is plenty to occupy the kids throughout the
year - our events are listed on our website. Inside,
our exhibition is interactive with plenty
of buttons to press! Outside, ask the
team for a nature trail sheet, try some
pond dipping or visit the bug hotel.

About

1 MILLION
people visit
Hengistbury H
ead
each year

Explore

The Wildlife Garden
The wildlife garden is a
sheltered space behind the
Visitor Centre, with a pond, and
plenty of seating if you want to
rest a while, with a coffee or ice
cream from our shop.

The Upstairs
Gallery
We have a programme of temporary exhibitions
too, all related to the topics we love at Hengistbury - geography,
archaeology, local history, art and much more. Find out what’s
currently on display, on our website.

www.visithengistburyhead.co.uk

Hengistbury Head Nature Reserve

Wildlife

Adder

Although this is the UK’s only venomous
snake, no one has been fatally bitten in
around 50 years. In spring, you may see
Adders basking in open areas, but they
are generally very secretive.

Natterjack Toad

We can protect our wildlife by both us humans, and our dogs,
keeping to the footpaths.

This is the loudest amphibian in Europe.
The male toads vibrate their vocal
chords and use their throat sac to
amplify sounds to let the females
know that they are around!

Here are just a few of the creatures you may spot at
Hengistbury Head – find out more in the Visitor Centre:
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diversity of species living here.
Here are some of the species
you might spot.
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improve habitats
for wildlife. By monitoring the pools, we can keep
an eye on the marine species that are moving in
to their new home.

On the groynes in front of ryou,
you will find 38
ec
o
artificial rockpools, these have been installed by
Bournemouth University alongside Hengistbury
Head Visitor Centre with the aim to increase the
diversity of species living here.
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On the groynes in front of you, you will find 38
artificial rockpools, these have been installed by
Bournemouth University alongside Hengistbury
Head Visitor Centre with the aim to increase the
diversity of species living here.
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The male Skylarks can be
easily seen in Barn Field,
rising up to 300m in the sky
before releasing a song which can
contain over 30 notes in a single
second. This rare bird nests on the
ground and really appreciate us and
dogs staying on the footpaths.

Unlike most of the warblers we see
in the UK, they don’t migrate south
in winter. This rare bird is a
heathland specialist so look out for
it on top of the headland, near
Quarry Pond.

Artwork: rachelhudsonillustration.com

Skylark

Dartford Warblers
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Cotswold sheep are a primitive breed that look almost
identical to those grazing Hengistbury Head in ancient times.
Look out for our small herd of grazing cattle too mainly
Shetland breed. These breeds are very
hardy, they are used to living in exposed
locations with low quality grazing. They
help to manage the grassland and
heathland habitats for the benefit of
the wildlife that live there.

hudsonillustration.com

Cotswold sheep and grazing cattle
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There are lots of ways to get better acquainted with this
special nature reserve, and the Visitor Centre is a great place
to start. Our motto of ‘explore, learn, discover’ means we’re
always looking for new and exciting ways to share what’s
happening and help visitors understand and appreciate why
the reserve is so highly protected, both for its wildlife and for
its human past, present and future.

Co m

m o n l i m p e t - Pa

t el l

av

ul

Hengistbury Head Visitor Ce

Outdoor
Education
Centre

Land Train

5
A3

OA
D
UR
R
STO

S G

H
HI T

NE
LA

SOPE
RS
LN

RD

A3
5

BR

Purewell

E STR E
IDG

PU
REW
ELLC
RO

ET

SS

O

Iford

N
STON Y L

IF

-PASS
H BY
URC
TCH
Somerford
RIS
CH

ES
AT
RG
BA

BAR
RAC
KR
OA
D

PUREWELL

ER F
S OM

OR

DR

A3
5

Hiker
Cafe
A337
Footpath

D
OA

Visitor
Centre
ROAD
HIG HCLIFFE

Christchurch

Tuckton

RO

Mudeford

Wick

LE VU
E

A

Golf
Course

EL

N
TO
CK
TU

D

R

CARB E RY AV E
D

B

BR

OA

DW
AY

Christchurch
Harbour
Hiker
Cafe

Poole
Bay

Visitor
Centre

Hengistbury
Head

Hengistbury Head Visitor Centre
Hengistbury Head Nature Reserve
Bournemouth, Dorset BH6 4EN
T 01202 128444
E hengistbury.head@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
W www.visithengistburyhead.co.uk

Parking
There is a public car park just a short walk from the Visitor
Centre. Please note there is limited roadside parking
(restrictions apply).
Opening times
Open daily 10am - 4pm (5pm in the summer).
Weekend opening times may vary, please check before travelling.

Dogs
Assistance dogs are permitted within the Visitor Centre.
All other dogs are welcome in the courtyard where we have
water and tie-rings.
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